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Pruning

As a gardener, an important thing to know, is how to prune plants in your yard. Whether starting off as a
beginner gardener with a shiny new pair of shears, or wanting to shape the plants in your yard in a
specific way, you should know how to prune trees, shrubs, or even a rose bush. Pruning is done for a
variety of reasons, whether it’s for the health of the plant, aesthetics of the yard, or to prevent a
dangerous situation.

When should those trees or shrubs be pruned? Late winter or (very) early spring is the best time of the
year for this task, in order to encourage new growth in the direction wanted.

How to prune a tree branch:

(A) The first cut should be a shallow one on the underside of . J |
the branch, about 6 to 8 inches away from the trunk. It i]|-'
shouldn’t be more than a third of the way through the branch. 1

(B) Second, cut through the branch a few inches outside of the (]
first cut. Start this cut on the topside of the branch. | | ] {
(C) Lastly, remove the stub, cutting just outside of the branch | |'
collar, the slightly rounded part where the branch meets the '
trunk.

What happens after? You do not need to place a sealant or any chemicals on the wounded stub, just
keep an eye on the stub for the next few days to make sure no rot or insects set into the cut.

3 Types of Pruning Shears:

Bypass:

Bypass Pruners tend to be the most popular type of shears. They have two curved blades that
act like scissors by sliding past each other. These give clean cuts, and work on any branch, dead or alive,
but are usually used on living stems.

Anvil:

This type of shear has a blade that closes on an “anvil” or a flat platform. Anvils are generally
recommended for use on dead twigs or branches — we suggest that you don’t use on them on live
plants, because they may crush softer stems. They also don’t get jammed by material in between the
blade like bypass pruners may, but can leave a messy wound behind.
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Loppers:

These are technically not a specific type of shear, as they can be found with either a bypass or
anvil type blade. However, loppers are excellent for their longer reach and ability to cut through thicker
branches due to the longer handle and good leverage they get in order to make those difficult cuts.

5 basic tips to take with you:

e For safety reasons, crown raising may be needed. Don’t remove branches that are higher than a
third the height of the tree.

e Iftrimming a hedge, it’s often best to go with a rounded shape, and start early when training a
young hedge in order to have more complicated shapes down the road.

e Keep in mind that in order to encourage and shape a new plant to grow how you want, you
shouldn’t remove more than a quarter of the branches.

e Don’t top your tree or remove large portions of the trunk in order to reduce the crown. This has
been shown to be harmful, and you can reduce the crown via proper pruning.

e Take care of your tools, sharpen them when needed, and sanitize them in between each plant in
order to avoid spreading disease.

For more resources and information, please feel free to check out some of the links* we’ve attached
below or feel free to go to our Resources page and check it out!

http://gardeningproductsreview.com/best-hand-pruners/

https://www.thisoldhouse.com/ideas/choosing-and-using-pruners-and-loppers

http://www.treeremoval.com/trimming-and-pruning/#.WECe X1KWwF

https://www.lowes.com/projects/gardening-and-outdoor/prune-trees-and-shrubs/project

http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/earthkind/landscape/proper-pruning-techniques/

https://www.thisoldhouse.com/ideas/shrub-pruning-dos-and-donts

http://www.plantamnesty.org/the-myth-of-tree-topping

http://www.growingagreenerworld.com/tree-topping-what-you-dont-know-is-killing-your-trees/

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please contact us at kwade@westlake-tx.org, or call
us at 817-430-5768.

*We do not have an affiliation or partnership with any particular retailer, store, network, or any other
organization that we may link to for resources, nor do we receive any compensation for these links.
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