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tween neighborhood trail heads (as described 
in the Town Structure Plan) and bike/ pedes-
trian pathways to points of destination, such 
as shopping, working, and/ or schools.  Town 
trails are meant to reduce locally generated 
vehicular trips and make the Town more pe-

PARKS & OPEN SPACE PLAN
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DISCLAIMER:  The open space configuration and land area thereof, shown on the Parks and Open Space Plan in no way modifies the open space illustrated by any approved PD Plan or represented by the language/standards of any 
PD Ordinance. In addition, the open space shown may be either public or private and an open space may not be available to public use or access.  This open space configuration and land area is meant to be a guide to the Council 
in their review of development site plans submitted for their approval, requests by any property owner to amend/ revise any PD plan or PD Ordinance language, request a change of zoning, and/or requests to transfer commercial 
square footage from one land use district to another are submitted for Council approval (when the legal mechanism for such transfer has been adopted by the Town of Westlake).  See Section C of the Implementation Plan for trig-
ger points and other policy related information.
The recreation and park facilities shown on the Parks and Open Space Plan in no way modifies the language of any approved PD Plan or Ordinance. The location of a public recreation or park facility is to be determined through a 
cooperative Town/ property owner process which takes place as site plans, requests for amendment of any existing Planned Development Ordinance, a request for rezoning, and/or requests to transfer commercial square footage 
from one land use district to another are submitted for Council approval (when the legal mechanism for such transfer has been adopted by the Town of Westlake).  See Section C of the Implementation Plan for trigger points and 
other policy related information.
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The Parks, Open Space, and Trails Plan(s) is a vision of a connected and integrated natural 
fabric that preserves the natural assets and pastoral vistas of Westlake while providing the 
recreational opportunities necessary to serve the present and future population. There-
fore, the Parks, Open Space and Trails Plan(s) for Westlake considers passive open spaces, 
whose primary effect is to preserve, active recreational parks, whose primary effect is to 
serve the recreational needs of the permanent and daytime population, and  hybrid open 
spaces which have aspects of both preservation and recreation.  More specifically, the 
types of Open Spaces and Trails presented in the Plan(s) include:

Passive Open Spaces
• Natural Preserves/ Landmark Landforms: Areas of relatively undisturbed landscape 

(sometimes a restored landscape) for the purpose of maintaining the presence and 
health of natural systems (such as water flow), tree and other vegetative communi-
ties, and ecotone diversity.

• Rural Ranch Landscapes:  Areas of culturally significant and/ or historic agricultural 
activities that are part of the identity of Westlake.

• Connection Open Space: Open space linkages between other open space areas 
that preserve the natural mosaic, create a harmonious merger between the pasto-
ral and commercial communities, and provide visual continuity of the characteristic 
vista.

Hybrid Open Spaces & Trails
• Low Impact/ Nature Trails: Interpretative pathways are 

means of public access into natural preserves and other 
open areas where interpretation is offered.   Nature trails 
are low impact, in terms of the disturbance they impose 
upon natural landscapes, and provide an opportunity for 
a civilized encounter with the natural condition.

• Recreational Open Space: Open Areas used for outdoor 
recreational or decorative purposes.  Recreational Open 
Spaces are developed open space amenities typically part 
of a development or a large project.

• Town Trails: Primary pedestrian connection routes be-

destrian friendly overall.
• Neighborhood Trails: Collection networks within neighborhoods that 

gather household populations onto the Town Trail system. Neighborhood 
trails are typically privately developed as part of the residential develop-
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